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especially important where the forgery was
perpetrated in the interests of Rome, of wilful
falsehood, there were others for which a certain
excuse may be made. Half-educated people
will sometimes attempt to pass off a will
which they are convinced represents what
was, or what ought to have been, the purpose
of the testator better than the testament which
he actually signed. In the same spirit many
mediaeval forgeries were committed, and
perhaps that of Lanfranc, though it is rather
difficult to give the benefit of this excuse to
a mind so highly trained as his. Yet here,
as always, we must extend a certain clemency,
and at the same time bear in mind that an
element of weakness must be allowed for in
any mediaeval examples we may be disposed
to take quite seriously.

In the relation between England and the
Papacy during the mediaeval period there was
one advantage on the side of the former. It
was often an open question who was Pope.
There were strong reasons for hesitation
between the rivals, and William and Lanfranc
actually kept the Papacy for a while in abey-
ance, so far as England was concerned. And
when a Pope was recognized, he had to be
on his guard lest the king were offended.
Hence neither of the two champions of eccle-